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 Calculation Progression Policy 
 

This policy outlines the school’s agreed progression through written and mental strategies 
for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 

 

Children work through the progression so they can understand, use, apply and explain a 
method of calculation by the end of Year 6. It is expected that all children throughout the 
school will be able to explain and apply the current mental and written method they are 
using.  

 

As children will progress at a pace that is appropriate to them, teachers will be presenting 
a range of strategies and resources that are appropriate to the level of the individual’s con-
ceptual understanding.  We aim that all  

children will be working at or above national age related expectations by Year 6.  

 

This policy also includes examples and diagrams- showing how we teach calculation. Con-
sistency in presentation and layout of work is important to supporting children’s progres-
sion in learning.  The policy also identifies  

resources that can be used to demonstrate and support a child’s understanding of a given 
strategy. 

 

This policy concentrates on both written  and mental calculation methods in maths - we 
recognise the vital importance of ensuring our children are confident and fluent in their 
use of calculation in mathematics. 
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The National Curriculum (2014) states that all children should be: 

 

 Fluent with whole numbers, counting and place value 

 Fluent knowledge of number bonds to 20 i.e. numbers that 

 make 5,6,7,8 etc. – by Year 2 

 Precise in understanding and using place value 

 Fluent with all four operations, develop efficient written and mental methods of 
calculations. 

 Understand fractions and decimal place value. 

 Able to recall all tables fluently (up to 12) - by Year 4 

 Able to use an extended knowledge of the number system and place value to in-
clude larger integers. 

 Making connections between multiplication and division with  

 fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio. 

 Taught to understand, use and apply algebra 

 Fluent in written methods for all four operations. Including long division and mul-
tiplication - by Year 6 

 Able Read and spell mathematical vocabulary. 

 

Our long term aim for the children at Woodlands Primary School is for them to be able 
to confidently select an efficient method for calculation tasks. They should do this by 
asking themselves: 

 Can I do this in my head? 

 Can I do this in my head using jottings or drawings? 

 Do I need to use a written method? 

 Which written method is the most efficient/approriate? 

 
(Highlighted year groups link to national age related expectations.) 


